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Agenda items for today

• Background

– Where we started

– Where we have come

• Current Activities 
– Residential & Small Commercial HVAC Committee

– Natural Gas Committee

• Next Steps
– Ask the Experts

– Technology Assessment
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High Efficiency Commercial Air 
Conditioning Initiative (HECAC).

• HECAC Initiative launched in 1993 to 
encourage the proper installation and 
widespread use of high-efficiency air 
conditioners and heat pumps in commercial 
buildings.

• Today, 46 CEE Members are promoting CEE 
Unitary AC and HP specification levels.
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Unitary AC and HP Specification 
Update

• As of June 16, 2008 Tier 1 will be eliminated 

since federal minimum for small commercial 

will be 13 SEER, 7.7 HSPF (same as 
residential).

• Tier 2 (14 SEER) and 3 (15 SEER) will be 

renamed to Tier 1 and 2.
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CEE Unitary AC and HP tiers have 
evolved since Initiative launch.
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Small Commercial versus Large 
Commercial

• Small Commercial (<= 65,000 Btu/h)

– Since 2007, addressed in Residential HVAC 
Committee (industry supported)

• Large Commercial (>65,000 Btu/h)
– Large unitary equipment category

– In-field performance, advanced diagnostics 
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An Industry-recognized QI Specification

QI Standard completed

– requirements

– acceptable procedures

– acceptable documentation

ANSI recognition in March 

2007
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Significant savings opportunities in 
heating, ventilation and cooling.

Source: 2007 EERE Buildings Energy 
Data Book
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Coordination Opportunities with 
Natural Gas Committee

Addressing the “H” in HVAC 

• Commercial Boilers
– Breakout Session today from 1:30 to 3:00pm

Other potential areas…

• High Efficiency Gas-Fired Roof Top Units
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CEE Ask the 
Experts -
Commercial 
HVAC 
Webinar 
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Member input required to identify 
next steps and direction.

July/Aug: Survey of membership to identify 
priorities.

Aug/Sept: Evaluation of energy savings 

potential for a list of technologies.

Oct/Nov: Communication with industry 
on identifying new opportunities.

Dec/Jan: Launching new efforts for 

Commercial HVAC.
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For more information or to 
get involved please contact:

Afroz Khan
akhan@cee1.org
617-589-3949 x208


